
With 34 percent of its territory still covered by forests, Guatemala is one of the eight centers of origin of 
domesticated biodiversity of the planet. Its Protected Areas System preserves much of the remaining 
biodiversity and forest cover, helping to conserve representative areas in 12 of the 14 eco-regions on the 
country.

Even though the net deforestation rate has been reduced, the country is losing a yearly average of 1 percent 
of its total current forest cover, an area similar to the department of Sololá. This deforestation causes almost 
one half of the total greenhouse gas emissions in the country and increases vulnerability to climate change in 
highly deforested areas.

The Climate, Nature and Communities in Guatemala Program (CNCG) aims to support Guatemala in the 
development of a comprehensive approach to reduce the negative effects of climate change, including 
improvements in the management of natural resources and biodiversity conservation, technical and 
institutional capacity building, and reinforcement of legal and policy frameworks related to climate change.

The initiative is supported by the US Agency for International Development (USAID), and its efforts are focused 
on a national level as well as on the Maya Biosphere Reserve, Sierra de las Minas Biosphere Reserve, Alta and 
Baja Verapaz and five departments in the Western Highlands.

Forests and Markets
Community organizations and rural SMEs promote the 
sustainable marketing of forest products and services.

Objectives

Green businesses and communities caring for their forests 
invest in their future.2 3 4 5

“We are protecting forest cover and the 
richness of the landscape by doing business 
in a way that’s environmentally, socially and 
economically sustainable”.
Daniel De León, Leader of CNCG Objective 1



Developing and strengthening market-driven 
conservation strategies

To meet its goals, CNCG Objective 1 includes 
reinforcement of production capacity, access 
to markets, and competitiveness of forest 
dependent community organizations and SMEs 
active in the production and sale of forest-
related environmental and tourism services.

The program provides technical assistance to 
these organizations and enterprises to produce 
high-quality products within the framework of 
sustainable and socially inclusive value chains; 
it aims to achieve US$ 75 million in total sales by 
the end of the five-year program.

These funds will be invested to maintain forests, 
invigorate the economies of forest dependent 
communities and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions that cause global climate change.

Management of natural resources under a 
sustainable landscape approach

CNCG also favors the sustainable management of natural resources to conserve biodiversity and strengthen 
the resilience of communities and ecosystems adapting to the impacts of climate change.

The program works with government institutions, municipal governments and community organizations to 
develop threat management plans in areas of high biological value and to build their capacity to prevent 
and control forest fires in the Maya Biosphere Reserve and the Sierra de las Minas Biosphere Reserve. CNCG 
also provides technical assistance to maintain the certification of 500,000 hectares of forestland managed by 
communities and encourages reforestation or regeneration of over 30,000 hectares of land.

Finally, CNCG focuses part of its efforts on strengthening systems for biological monitoring of flora and fauna 
in the Maya Biosphere Reserve in order to establish a better understanding of the threats to biodiversity in the 
2 million-plus hectares covered by this Reserve.

Some of our goals:
Support the generation of US$ 75 million in total sales
Generate 44,000 temporary jobs during the life of the program
Maintain the certification for forest management in 486,000 hectares within the Maya Biosphere Reserve

“We know that the proper management of natural resources is a key tool to achieving mitigation 
of and adaptation to climate change, while improving the wellbeing and quality of life of people 
living in the forest.” 
Luis Castillo, Manager of Fundación Defensores de la Naturaleza, Member of CNCG


