
Nearly one-half of the total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in Guatemala are caused by deforestation. Even 
though the net deforestation rate has decreased, the country is losing an average of one percent of its total 
forest cover each year—an area comparable to the department of Sololá. In addition, deforestation increases 
vulnerability to climate change and represents a loss of environmental goods and services, and thus a loss of 
development opportunities.

The Climate, Nature and Communities in Guatemala Program (CNCG) aims to support Guatemala in the 
development of a comprehensive approach to reduce the negative effects of climate change, including 
improvements in the management of natural resources and biodiversity conservation, technical and 
institutional capacity building, and reinforcement of legal and policy frameworks related to climate change.

The initiative is supported by the US Agency for International Development (USAID), and its efforts are focused 
on a national level as well as on the Maya Biosphere Reserve, Sierra de las Minas Biosphere Reserve, Alta and 
Baja Verapaz and five departments in the Western Highlands.

Supporting the development and implementation of national and sub-national REDD+ strategies

CNCG works in cooperation with government institutions and other stakeholders to advance strategies 
that reduce deforestation. Specifically, CNCG promotes the strengthening of governance processes 
that reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+), and ensure that rural and 

Reducing Deforestation
Guatemala develops strategies to curb deforestation and 
strengthen voluntary carbon markets. 

Objectives

Investing in the future by avoiding deforestation and 
protecting forests.1 3 4 5

“By reducing deforestation, we ensure better 
livelihoods and safeguard the environmental 
services that our forests provide while better 
preparing ourselves to face climate change.” 
Igor De La Roca, Leader of CNCG Objective 2



indigenous communities, the private sector, 
local governments and multilateral agencies 
participate in and are legitimately represented 
during the development of policies and laws to 
reduce deforestation.

These policies should include those that help to 
establish ownership and rights to funds derived 
from the sale of carbon credits; promote equitable 
distribution of benefits from environmental 
services; and strengthen the processes of 
monitoring, reporting and verifying deforestation.

Strategies
To support the development of national and sub-
national strategies that reduce deforestation, 
CNCG promotes three approaches:

•	 Contribute	to	the	development	of	institutional	
and legal frameworks to support the 
implementation of REDD+.

•	 Support	 the	 development	 of	 a	 national	
monitoring, reporting and verification system 
for REDD+.

•	 Strengthen	 the	 technical	 and	 financial	
structures needed to implement REDD+ 
projects. 

Strategic partners
Public institutions: Our main government partners are part of the Inter-institutional Coordination Group 
(GCI), which is composed by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources; the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Food; the National Forest Institute; and the National Council of Protected Areas.

Civil society: The main organizations that are helping to build Guatemala’s national REDD+ strategy are the 
Group of Forests, Biodiversity and Climate Change and the National Committee of Social and Environmental 
Safeguards for REDD+. We also coordinate our work with other organizations that are implementing projects 
for REDD+ sites, as well as with indigenous peoples’ organizations and forest-dependent communities that 
are linked to REDD+.

Some of our goals:
•	 Establish	a	voluntary	carbon	mitigation	platform	in	Guatemala	(REDUZCO2)
•	 Develop	the	national	monitoring,	reporting	and	verification	system	for	mitigation	initiatives	and	the	
sale	of	carbon	credits	(REDD+)


