
As is the case around the globe, human activities in Guatemala produce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 
According to the 2005 National Inventory of GHG Emissions and Removals, Guatemala’s emissions equal 
43,590 gigagrams of CO2 equivalent, which are produced by the agricultural sector (46%), the energy sector 
(28%), land-use changes (19%), industrial processes (4%) and residues (3%).

GHG generation affects the entire planet, resulting in increasingly frequent extreme weather events and 
climate variability. Due to its geographic location, Guatemala is one of the countries most vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change. The Climate, Nature and Communities in Guatemala Program (CNCG) Objective 5 is 
focused on supporting the initial stages of creating a national low-emissions development strategy.

This initiative is led by the government of Guatemala with the support of the US Government via the US 
Agency for International Development (USAID) and the US Department of State.

The enabling environment to generate a low-emissions development strategy will be promoted by:

•	 Fostering	communication	and	increasing	awareness	among	government	bodies,	academia,	the	private	
sector, civil society and international entities

•	 Strengthening	the	capacities	of	government	officials	to	deal	with	mitigation-related	issues
•	 Documenting	and	systematizing	successful	instances	of	GHG	reductions

Low-emissions development 
Guatemala is in the initial stages of creating a low-emissions 
development strategy. 

Objectives

Increaseing Guatemala’s low-emissions development, 
which represents an investment in the future. 1 2 3 4

“Guatemala is heading towards a National Low-
Emissions Development Strategy, which offers 
opportunities to improve the country’s competitiveness 
while benefiting the environment.”
Ana Victoria Rodríguez, Technical Advisor for CNCG Objective 5 



The Climate, Nature and Communities 
in Guatemala Program (CNCG) aims to 
support Guatemala in the development 
of a comprehensive approach to 
reduce the negative effects of climate 
change, including improvements in the 
management of natural resources and 
biodiversity conservation, technical 
and institutional capacity building, 
and reinforcement of legal and policy 
frameworks related to climate change.

The initiative is supported by the US 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID), and its efforts are focused 
on a national level as well as on the 
Maya Biosphere Reserve, Sierra de las 
Minas Biosphere Reserve, Alta and Baja 
Verapaz	 and	 five	 departments	 in	 the	
Western Highlands.

The following are among the national 
and international agreements and regulations that support this work: 

•	 The	signing	of	the	United	Nations	Framework	Convention	on	Climate	Change	(UNFCCC)	1992,	ratified	by	
the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala in 1995

•	 The	 National	 Climate	 Change	 Policy,	 approved	 in	 2009,	 which	 includes	 the	 development	 of	 national	
capacities to respond to climate change; the reduction of climate vulnerability; improvements in 
adaptation practices; and steps to mitigate GHG emissions

•	 The	Framework	Law	Regulating	the	Reduction	of	Vulnerability,	Compulsory	Adaptation	to	the	Effects	of	
Climate Change, and Mitigation of GHG, approved in 2013 

Some of our goals:
•	 Raise	awareness	and	provide	training	to	the	government,	the	private	sector,	academia	and	civil	society	
on	the	issue	of	climate	change	mitigation

•	 Identify	five	promising	public	and/or	private	initiatives	for	emissions	reduction	in	the	country


